Fri 2 August 2019 Day 1
State Library of Western Australia (SLWA)
Target audience: K-10 Teachers of Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS); English; Technology; The Arts.
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Acknowledgement of Country (PLC students - Gorna Liyarn dance group)
Opening Address – Mr Ron Gorman, AISWA Deputy Executive Director
Kids Who Did: Real kids who ruled, rebelled, survived and thrived
Kirsty Murray is a multi-award-winning author of more than 20 books for children and young adults. Her work is published internationally and includes eleven novels as well as non-fiction and picture books. Kirsty believes passionately in the integrity of children and
their capacity for courage. Her latest non-fiction title Kids Who Did includes forty true stories about inspiring and intriguing young people from the past and the present.
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HASS Week Conference
Session details

Day 1 Fri 2 Aug

Acknowledgement of Country

General audience

Early Childhood

The name ‘Gorna Liyarn’ is derived from the Bardi and Yawuru languages of the west Kimberley and translates to ‘strong heart’ or ‘strong spirit’.
Ron is Deputy Director of AISWA. He has extensive experience in teaching and leading a
Ron Gorman
diversity of schools in WA and Victoria. Ron manages innovative programmes and university
Deputy Executive
partnerships for AISWA. He is a member of the Global Educators Leaders Partnership and has
Director
been awarded Fellow of Australian Council of Educational Leadership (WA) and most recently
AISWA
was awarded the Pre-Eminent Educational Leader for 2019. Ron is also Chair of the Australian
Children's Literature Alliance working closely with the Australian Children's Laureate.

How might we empower young people to question their world, hear new perspectives and have a voice in their future with knowledge
and empathy?

KEYNOTE

Kids Who Did: Real kids who
ruled, rebelled, survived and
thrived

Session
1a

1b

1c

1d

Secondary

The PLC Gorna Liyarn Dance Group

Opening
Address

10.30 – 11.00

Primary

Kirsty Murray
Author

Kirsty Murray is a multi-award-winning author of more than 20 books for children and young
adults. Her work is published internationally and includes eleven novels as well as non-fiction
and picture books. Kirsty believes passionately in the integrity of children and their capacity for
courage. Her latest non-fiction title Kids Who Did includes forty true stories about inspiring and
intriguing young people from the past and the present.

Mark Greenwood
Author

Mark Greenwood is an author with a passion for history. His award-winning books include
Jandamarra, Ned Kelly & the Green Sash, The Legend of Moondyne Joe, Boomerang and Bat,
The Legend of Lasseter’s Reef and Simpson and His Donkey. His recent titles include a chapter
book series that delves into some of Australia’s most baffling History Mysteries, and The
Happiness Box, shortlisted for the 2019 CBCA Eve Pownall Award. Mark’s latest picture book is
Moonwalkers, illustrated by Terry Denton.

Join Frané Lessac as she takes the mystery out of making books. From the spark of an idea to
the finished art, it all starts with a little imagination. From folktales, to historical fiction, to
books celebrating diversity, this workshop will give tips on how to assist students in
organising their ideas into words and pictures. Frané will cover practical activities including;
terminology, ideas, page plans, design, illustration techniques and materials. Fun hands-on
ideas with cross-curriculum links that will inspire students of all ages and engage their
natural curiosity about writing, art and the power of story.

Franè Lessac
Author/Illustrator

Frané Lessac grew up in a small town outside of New York City and now calls Australia home.
Since she was little, it was always a dream to be an artist. Now she has published over 40 awardwinning children's picture books and has exhibited her paintings in galleries around the world.
Frané’s latest books include "Under the Southern Cross" and "We Are Grateful: Ostaliheliga",
which has received the 2019 Orbis Pictus Honor Book Award and a 2019 Sibert Honor Book
Award in the USA.

Innately curious, children are inquirers from birth, constantly researching as they pursue
connections and meaning. Leaders and educators in early childhood settings and schools are
charged with a profound responsibility to harness children's natural inclination to question
and research while introducing them to processes they will build on throughout their lives as
increasingly sophisticated inquirers. Particularly in times of exponential change and global
complexity, today's learners will need to capitalise on these skills and dispositions like no
other generation before them. This interactive workshop will introduce participants to the
essential elements of inquiry, including an opportunity to conduct a personal audit against
several of these elements. Stories of practice captured in diverse settings will feature in this
workshop, providing illustrations of the essential elements of inquiry in action. These case
studies highlight pedagogies that emphasise deep learning, intellectual engagement,
rigorous thinking and children’s agency.

Rebecca Duncan
AISWA

An early childhood consultant for AISWA since 2010 with extensive classroom experience
prior, Rebecca is a passionate advocate for quality pedagogical practices in which young
children flourish. Her AISWA role has included the development of a wide variety of projects
and professional learning opportunities to support educators and leaders, including writing
teacher resource publications such as the Early Years Learning Framework: In Action, Playing
with the Australian Curriculum: Meeting the Standards through Play-based Pedagogies, and
most recently, Journeys of Inquiry.

Humantites is a nexus for all other learning areas. Through studies in Geography, History, Civ
ics and Economics, we can indentify where STEM principals can best be applied to better pre
pare students for life. In the global community, Humantiies is unique in that we study the co
ntext for technological advancement and through this presentation we will identify ways in
which to use STEM in a HASS setting and provide examples of activities we have used to furt
her student engagement.

Linda Thain

Since arriving in Australia, Linda spent 4 years in the Pilbara, in Tom Price, where she became
a peer coach and coach for Connect. Linda has been teaching since 2005 and a Humanities
teacher at Comet Bay since 2016, recently becoming the Associate Dean of Humanities in
2018.

True courage is an act of the heart. It takes courage to be yourself, to speak your truth and to
follow your dreams. Stories of children who have dared to rebel, to keep faith, to express
what's in their heart and to stand up to injustice can change our understanding of the past
and the present. Kirsty Murray has spent decades researching and writing about the lives of
children and in recent interviews with young climate justice activists and tech geniuses, has
gained a new perspective on the urgent need to help children share their stories with the
world. In a culture where celebrity is mistaken for courage, we all need stories that celebrate
the power of children to shape their own futures.

Morning tea - Exhibitors, Book signing and Student Marketplace
Digging for the Truth
Jandamarra’s story is one of conflict with others and within oneself. It is morally complex and
given its themes of oppression, dispossession, betrayal and resistance, it is steeped in tragedy.
But the hardest stories to tell are often the stories we need most. Retelling and reconciling
the past requires truth and honesty, not to hand us answers, but to capture the way history
shapes, wounds and implicates us. In this presentation Mark will delve into the process of
digging for the truth with Bunuba elders to create his award-winning book, Jandamarra.

The Art of the Story

Journeys of Inquiry: Exploring the
Essential Elements of Inquiry
in K-2

Introducing HASS into STEM
projects

Comet Bay College

Michael Speechley

1e

How on Earth did I end up
creating a book about the
environment?

Michael discusses how he ended up writing and illustrating his first picture book,
The All New Must Have Orange 430, which has recently been shortlisted for the 2019 CBCA
Book of the Year awards. From enjoying art at school, to working as a designer, teaching at
high school and studying contemporary art at university, Michael has enjoyed a broad range
of artistic experiences that have influenced and assisted his journey into the world of
children’s books. The All New Must Have Orange 430 has been enjoyed by teachers,
librarians and children across Australia and New Zealand and has strong links to the
curriculum. It is a quirky book that discusses the power of advertising, the hip pocket, and
the effects of consumerism on the environment. This session includes a quick drawing
workshop.

1f

Civics & Citizenship 101 - your
digital guide to democracy

Are you new to teaching? Are you an experienced teacher who is teaching out of your usual
MJ (Mary-Jane)
subject area? Have you been asked to teach HASS or Civics and Citizenship and you have no
Logan
idea where to start? This is the ideal presentation for you! Join the MoAD Learning team for
MoAD
a crash course in Democracy 101. In this workshop, we will explore a range of classroom
ready and curriculum aligned resources as well as some solid gold facts and information - all Museum of Australian
Democracy
designed to get you passionate and excited, to amaze your students and impress your
colleagues with your expertise in this area.
Yes, it is possible and we can show you how.

1g

Gallery games and other simple
techniques for engaging students
with objects.

Museums aspire to be places that contribute to a society of informed and active citizens
through lifelong learning. But museums can feel like overwhelming unknown places for young
children who often visit a particular museum for the first time as a student on a school
excursion. It is important that students feel welcome and confident in engaging with the
exhibits and the objects they encounter and thus allowing them to become empowered
museum users and lifelong learners. In this session we look at some simple introductory
techniques that primary teachers can implement during self-guided visits to a museum. We
will also explore the gallery games that the Museum has been trialling in the Discovery Zone.

Michael Van Tiel

Michael Van Tiel is the Education Manager at the WA Shipwrecks and WA Maritime Museums.
For over 20 years he has been creating museum experiences for a variety of audiences with
organisations such as the Powerhouse Museum, Sydney Living Museums and Scitech.

Session
2a

Stories of the past from our
Western Australian
landscape.
(Secondary
session)

Multi-award-winning author, Norman Jorgensen, will explore how the inspiration for all his
exciting historical books has evolved from the Western Australian landscape of today. He
will explain how his books grew from half-remembered yarns his grandfather told him as a
boy, snippets of reports in Trove, places he has lived, or even from Ancestry dotcom when
researching his family tree. He will share how he created exciting events of the past that still
link to us in WA now. Though his books read like adventure film screenplays, Norman’s
fictional characters inhabit the very real locations we can all still recognise. Norman has
visited every place he writes about and is continually surprised, yet delighted, when his
imaginary friends from the distant past arrive to share their tales with us today.

Norman Jorgensen
Author

Multi-award winning author Norman Jorgensen worked in the book trade for most of his life
and has written a dozen books, all historically based. His novel, Jack’s Island, set on Rottnest
Island during World War II has been studied in many schools, and his well-loved picture books
with James Foley, The Last Viking series have won six awards. His latest, The Wreckers’
Revenge, like The Smuggler’s Curse, is set in Broome in 1898, and has just been published.

2b

Images Decoded – how to find This fun and interactive session led by an expert visual communicator will give teachers and
embedded messages in visual students a toolkit to decode visual narratives and recognise visual devices used in persuasive
texts. The session starts by breaking down some narrative images to demonstrate children’s
texts.

Aśka
Children’s book
illustrator

Aśka is an energetic illustrator, artist and a scientist with a passion for visual literacy and
communication. She has illustrated eight published books, is a regular illustrator for The
School Magazine and is working on her own story telling projects. She also delivers talks and
workshops to schools across WA and abroad. She is an active member of the children’s
literature sector, holds the role of the illustrator co-ordinator in the Society of Children’s Book
Writers and Illustrators - WA, and is a recipient of many grants, prizes and fellowships.

Barbara Bosich

Barbara Bosich is currently a teacher at Christ Church Grammar School and part-time AISWA
Early Childhood Consultant, where her focus is inquiry using the discipline of philosophy in the
Early Years. Barbara has extensive experience in early education, literacy and pedagogy as
part of her role at Christ Church Grammar School where she currently works with boys from
Pre-primary to Year 4 teaching philosophy through the use of children’s literature.

already innate ability to read a picture, looking at visual elements which carry messages,
emotions and concepts such as time or sound. Then, we will apply this tool-kit to unravel
embedded messages contained in advertising and propaganda. By comparing outward
appearances with more subtle layers of communication we are able to make informed
decisions about the texts we read in our world. Bring your pen, notebook and a curious
spirit.

2c

Using picture books to encourage
talk about "big ideas" in life
through philosophical thinking.

Traditionally, philosophy is the discipline which is primarily concerned with logical, critical
and reflective thinking, the development of reasoning competence and the analysis of
meaning. By basing the program in quality literature, it allows teachers to start at a known
base and explore features of the world that often baffle young people. Many of the
essential features of philosophy are made tangible by picture books where authors and
illustrators find inventive ways to present genuine philosophical puzzles. Creating a
philosophical mindset which includes learning about the rules of discussion, students
articulate and support their own views through group investigation and dialogue. How to
get started, where to get support and hands-on interaction with materials and ideas are the
format for this session.

Author/Illustrator

WA Museum

Christ Church GS
AISWA

Michael has been a graphic designer and high school art teacher in WA. His first picture
book, The All New Must Have Orange 430, explores themes of consumerism and the
environment and was a Shortlisted book in the 2019 CBCA Book of the Year awards. His
second book, The Gift, deals with kindness and the joy of giving, and is due for release in
September.

MJ Logan is the Learning Design Producer at MoAD (Museum of Australian Democracy). MJ is
responsible for overseeing the delivery and creation of learning programs from foundation
through to tertiary education as well as developing professional learning opportunities for
educators. MJ is a highly experienced teacher whose central focus through her work is to
create and promote activities which provide authentic and engaging experiences to inspire
active participation in our democracy.

2d

2e

WWII’s Righteous Heroes and
their impact on contemporary
decision making.

Australia's resilient landscape:
Looking at the past to secure a
sustainable future.

The workshop will provide teachers with an understanding of the Courage to Care program,
how it supports the HASS Curriculum and how it facilitates the three-dimensional learning
approach by integrating HASS activities with the Personal and Social Capability and the
Ethical and Intercultural Understandings. By following the Courage to Care experience, your
students will examine the values and societal issues of stereotyping, racism, prejudice and
being and Upstander rather than a Bystander in society to develop strategies to better
manage their own lives and contexts.

Brenda Mitchell
Laurie Charsinsky

During this workshop you will explore how the Australian landscape has been managed and
altered since the arrival of Europeans and investigate how choices made in the past and
present are affecting the sustainability of our environment for future generations. Who is and
can make a stand for tomorrow? A focus on Peter Andrews, Tony Coote and the Mulloon
Creek Valley was used as a model for future trends and an example to our students of the
power of one man's voice to inspire others globally. This inquiry combines knowledge of past
and current trends, including traditional Indigenous practices, to envisaging a sustainable
future. Key HASS skills such as collaboration, questioning and critical thinking skills were
central to this inquiry, as we aim to nurture and develop the decision makers of tomorrow.

Beth Stubbs
Kerry Pemberton
Sharne Clayton

Courage to Care

St Hilda's Anglican
School for Girls

Brenda has been a primary and secondary teacher, Head of School and Acting Principal. She is
also a counsellor. Currently, Brenda runs an Educational Consulting and Tutoring business
(primary, secondary and tertiary students) and works closely with numerous schools, and
educational and clinical psychologists.
Laurie has been a primary teacher and team leader in the American private and public
schools. She has a Master’s of Education/counseling degree and was a Licensed Professional
Counsellor and a Licensed Chemical Dependency Counsellor. Before moving to Australia, she
facilitated groups & individual counseling in the public school system as a Drug Education
Counselor in the elementary, middle & high schools.
Sharne Clayton, Kerry Pemberton and Beth Stubbs are experienced Year 5 teachers at St
Hilda's Anglican School for Girls with a passion for creating innovative, cross-curricular inquiry
units focusing on significant Australian figures and developments from the past and present,
but also with a future-focused lens.

2f

Preparing Students for Futures in
Australian Primary Industries

Alysia will showcase the PRIMED project and resource to support Year 7-10 teachers of HASS.
This session will provide information about activities and support that will be available to
teachers and students to link them with the dynamic world of primary industries, developed
from research that showed that students did not understand the diverse opportunities
available in the primary industries sector, and had perceptions and stereotypes of a narrow
range of traditional roles. With the primary industries sector rapidly evolving against a
backdrop of environmental, economic and social challenges, and unprecedented
employment demand, there is no better time to promote career opportunities to students. It
is vital that as educators we utilise opportunities to integrate primary industries themes in the
delivery of Western Australian Curriculum across learning areas for a multi-disciplinary
approach.

Alysia Kepert

Session
3a

Straight from the heart - truth,
fiction and narratives that
change lives

The most powerful narratives are those that are infused with truth. When young writers are
encouraged to draw on personal experiences when writing fiction, we empower them to be
the authors of their own destinies. In this interactive workshop, participants will discover the
intersection of where hearts, minds and lives fuse to create compelling stories.

Kirsty Murray

Kirsty Murray is a multi-award-winning author of more than 20 books for children and young
adults. Her work is published internationally and includes eleven novels as well as non-fiction
and picture books. Kirsty believes passionately in the integrity of children and their capacity
for courage. Her latest non-fiction title Kids Who Did includes forty true stories about inspiring
and intriguing young people from the past and the present.

3b

The History Hunter

Mark Greenwood

Mark Greenwood is an author with a passion for history. His award-winning books include
Jandamarra, Ned Kelly & the Green Sash, The Legend of Moondyne Joe, Boomerang and Bat,
The Legend of Lasseter’s Reef and Simpson and His Donkey. His recent titles include a chapter
book series that delves into some of Australia’s most baffling History Mysteries, and The
Happiness Box, shortlisted for the 2019 CBCA Eve Pownall Award. Mark’s latest picture book is
Moonwalkers, illustrated by Terry Denton.

3c

Illustrating When Billy was a Dog

Karen Blair

Karen Blair is an award-winning illustrator of 12 picture books and has collaborated with some
of Australia's finest authors, most recently with Kirsty Murray on Puddle Hunters and When
Billy was a Dog (Allen & Unwin). Karen's books have children at the centre with themes of
play, family, outdoors and animals as key themes. She is also a primary art teacher.

3d

ATO resources for Economic
Citizenship

Our past is full of mysteries, adventures and curious, larger-than-life characters. The writer’s
task is to hunt for stories that are meaningful and important and inspire deeper learning and
understanding. In this presentation, Mark will focus on methods of researching to balance
creative interpretation with historical authenticity, and structuring content to create
engaging non-fiction narratives that lead us to draw conclusions and make objective
interpretations, to discover what happened and why, what were the consequences, and
why we should care.
In this workshop, Karen Blair will take you through her creative process of making of a picture
book. Her newest release, When Billy Was a Dog by Kirsty Murray, allowed her to explore the
gentle relationship between a boy and a dog (with lots of fun and silliness along the way.)
Karen will explore the importance of character development, design, body language and
expression in the visual narrative.
The Australian Taxation Office (ATO) offers free resources for teachers and students on a
range of tax and super topics aligned to the WA Curriculum across HASS and the general
capabilities. In this workshop you will be shown how you can access these resources to support
teaching and learning HASS in your classroom. The ATO’s education resources include lessons,
videos, digital interactives and activities.

Ms Reeta Sidhu

Reeta Sidhu is Assistant Director of the Schools Education Strategy unit, with over 20 years’
experience in the Australian Taxation Office. The unit is responsible for the development and
delivery of the ATO’s schools education program which is aimed at equipping young people
with the knowledge and skills they need so they have the confidence to interact with the tax
and superannuation systems.

3e

Building empathy through telling
others' stories - Challenge Based
Learning

A reflection and presentation on the Telling Stories projects (Celebrating Nyoongar Culture
and Giving Refugees a Voice) during Challenge-Based Learning project at Mother Teresa
Catholic College. Groups researched and interviewed a person of their choice and honoured
that person’s story in a mode of their choice.

Adam Brookes

Adam is a middle school teacher at Mother Teresa Catholic College. He is passionate about
cross-curricular, big-picture learning and challenging the status quo. Adam hosts the
@eduProvocations Twitter account and is an EdFutures catalyst and Google Certified Innovator.

Agriculture
Education
Dept of Ed

Author

Author

Illustrator

ATO

Mother Teresa
Catholic College

Alysia had an unusual pathway into an agricultural career- a mainstream education and an
urban upbringing. Whilst her school friends enrolled in vet, law and psychology, she took a
chance and chose to study Agriculture, and later Education, enabling her to share her love of
the industry with other young people. She has extensive curriculum experience, including
embedding an agricultural context across learning areas and developing curriculum resources.
She has also provided advice for agricultural education in community settings, such as the
Royal Agricultural Society of WA’s Perth Royal Show. She has taken on several leadership roles
in Agricultural Education, and was a finalist in the 2017 WA Rural Women’s Award,
recognising her efforts to promote learning about agriculture and food production using a
whole of industry approach.

3f

A matter of opinion? Using the
news to give students a voice

We want students to ‘have a voice’ – but how do we empower them to grow up into effective,
active citizens? How do we alert them to issues that matter and teach them to analyse the
facts, weigh up opinions and express their own views with conviction and credibility? This
cross-curricular workshop will explore practical ways to deconstruct news media with your
students, including how to recognise reputable news sources; identify traits such as bias,
omissions and sensationalist angles; spot the three persuasive techniques of ethos, pathos
and logos and use them when expressing their own opinions.

1.30-2.15

Lunch - Exhibitors, Book signing and Student Marketplace

Session
4a

Developing Inquiry Questions in
HASS

Across all areas of HASS we invite students to not only learn about a topic but engage in
thinking, wondering and curiousity to create a basis for deep learning. Part of this process is
developing inquiry questions whether it is for fieldwork, research or depth studies the vital
skill of developing the inquiry question engages student interest. This workshop will provide
teachers with some ideas and templates how this can be achieved easily and allowing for
differentiation for student abilities within the single stream classroom. Teachers will
participate in activities to apply these ideas to their individual school or context.

4b

Celebrating Diversity with Picture
Books

For over 35 years, Frané Lessac has been creating books on diversity. In this informative
workshop, she will show the importance of inclusion and process of blending words and art
into books that celebrate our past and cultures from around the world. Frané will share
books that reflect and honour the lives of all young people, and connect children to their
rich and varied lives, their emerging identities and to each other. Frané will reveal the
process of research and the journey of discovery in creating the multi- award winning, We
Are Grateful: Ostaliheliga, with Cherokee citizen Traci Sorell. Frané’s optimism, humour and
eye for detail in the wealth of stories she has to pass on, is sure to hold any audience
captive.

4c

Puppies, Puddles and Creative
Partnerships

Successful picture books require a shared vision of what lies at the heart of good story.
Karen Blair and Kirsty Murray will take participants through the stages of paring down the
words of a lengthy manuscript to workshopping the art of developing vibrant characters
and settings so text and illustration work in perfect harmony. From concept to layout,
participants will plan a puddling picture story book replete with puppies! Karen Blair &
Kirsty Murray have authored two highly successful picture books together, Puddle Hunters
and When Billy was A Dog.

4d

Shared session
Part 1
A Turtle’s Journey: children as
active citizens

Part 2

Looking After Our Fascinating
Earth’.

Part 1 – “The Turtle's Journey" is a short-narrated animation about the environmental
impact of plastics in the ocean. Perth College Kindergarten students wanted voice and
agency, as emerging global citizens, to "spread the word" about the harmful effects of
single-use plastics on the marine life. The Turtle's Journey was entered in the 2018/2019
Fremantle Film Festival and at last count was winning the Peoples Choice. The film was the
final stage of a very rich interdisciplinary learning journey.
In this session you will hear how a Year 2 teacher collaborated with her teaching colleagues
to drive an innovative, child-led project over two school terms. The project illustrates how
democratic and participatory approaches in education can provide the rights of the child to
be heard. In a multicultural setting, with two classes of children aged 6-7 years old, the
project focused on how pedagogy upheld child agency, enhanced children's problem-solving
and communication skills through activities which included collaboration, negotiation, and
integrated several curriculum links from Science, English, Geography, Technology,
Mathematics, Aboriginal studies, Health, Visual Arts and Music. The project concluded with
the publication of a book entitled ‘Looking After Our Fascinating Earth’.

Alex Kopp

Seven West Media
Education

Alex is part of the Media Education team at Seven West Media (WA), producing news-related
resources for use in WA schools. She previously worked at the WA Museum, connecting
audiences of all ages to the State’s cultural and natural heritage. Alex lectured in Bachelor of
Education at ECU and is an experienced high-school HASS teacher, freelance education writer
and a published author.

Brooke Tonev

Brooke is a teacher who first had a career in the private and government sectors before
completing her graduate certificate in education. She is currently a teacher of Humanities and
Social Sciences at Perth College, teaching years 7-12. Brooke has a passion for examining new
ways of engaging students love for HASS.

Franè Lessac

Frané Lessac grew up in a small town outside of New York City and now calls Australia
home. Since she was little, it was always a dream to be an artist. Now she has published
over 40 award-winning children's picture books and has exhibited her paintings in
galleries around the world. Frané’s latest books include "Under the Southern Cross"
and "We Are Grateful: Ostaliheliga", which has received the 2019 Orbis Pictus Honor
Book Award and a 2019 Sibert Honor Book Award in the USA.

Karen Blair &
Kirsty Murray

Karen Blair is an award-winning illustrator of 12 picture books and has collaborated with some
of Australia's finest authors, most recently with Kirsty Murray on Puddle Hunters and When
Billy was a Dog (Allen & Unwin). Karen's books have children at the centre with themes of
play, family, outdoors and animals as key themes. She is also a primary art teacher.

Perth College

Author/Illustrator

Illustrator & Writer

Kirsty Murray is a multi-award-winning author of more than 20 books for children and young
adults. Her work is published internationally and includes eleven novels as well as non-fiction
and picture books. Kirsty believes passionately in the integrity of children and their capacity
for courage. Her latest non-fiction title Kids Who Did includes forty true stories about inspiring
and intriguing young people from the past and the present.

Suzanne Bushby

Part 1 - Suzanne Bushby has worked as a Kindergarten teacher at Perth College for 15
years. Her beliefs and philosophy as an educator are strongly influenced by the
schools of Reggio Emilia. After visiting Reggio Emilia in 2008 and 2017, she has
incorporated some of these ideas into the school culture of Perth College. Suzanne
also participated in an educator’s course at Green School in Bali and Scotland & UK
Forest Schools Study Tours with Clare Warden. Suzanne has been an active
participant in AISWA projects such as the The Rights of the Child: Teacher as
Researchers Project with Dr Stefania Giamminuti from Curtin University.

Lis Mathiasen

Part 2 – Lis Mathiasen (Year 2 teacher) and students from Westminster Junior PS
(Shayla, Maria, Dario, Zyre and Ariah). Westminster Junior Primary School is a highly
multicultural, innovative government school located in the metropolitan area of Perth. The
school aims to promote a secure and positive environment for all students, by preparing them
for the challenges of the twenty-first century while upholding their right to have a voice, be
heard and valued. We also empower our students to be self-regulated, take control of their
own learning and to become co-creators of knowledge

Perth College

Westminster JPS

4e

4f

The 3 Rs -A whole school
approach to Reconciliation,
Respect and Recognition

Food Futures: Understanding
Sustainable Food Systems

Mandurah Baptist College have signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the
Foundation for Indigenous Health (FISH), to work together in assisting the creation of an
educational environment which recognises the identities and cultures of Aboriginal people.
The bilateral agreement encourages all students from K-12 to engage in reconciliation,
respect and recognition of Noongar culture. We have already begun to achieve these goals
through the implementation of the Aboriginal and Intercultural Studies National Curriculum
developed by FISH for the Binjareb Region. The school regularly takes part in professional
learning and incursions across all year levels in order to achieve respect, recognition and
reconciliation. This session will show how as a school we are able to achieve this.

. ECU research with yrs7-10 students has found that students are very interested in learning
about food systems, especially food production, food processing, food waste, food security
and the effects of food on health. These topics are important components of food and
nutrition education, and HASS (Geography) is an ideal avenue to develop understanding of
them. In this session we will provide an overview of relevant content and discuss the role
HASS (Geography) can play in educating students about the way humans produce and use
food. As an example, we will show in a hands on session how Refresh.ED online Food and
Nutrition Education resources can be used to deliver content addressed in Year 9
Geography; Biomes and food security. Refresh.ED is a free online resource developed at ECU
for WA teachers.

Session
5a

Big History - A Universal
narrative using Intentional Skills
Mapping

In this session I will guide you through everything that the Big History Project can do to
accelerate teaching and learning in your classroom. These developments include free online
PD, class posters and resources, Australian curriculum mapping, skills progression, AI
marked online essays, new content a global teacher community and so much more. The
impact of Big History is incredible, and helps students make connection between all their
learning like no other course. It gives them a sense of their place in the universal narrative
and gives them the skills to succeed in humanities and beyond. Bring a device if you have
one but, regardless this session will connect give the tools, resources and support to
implement big history in your classroom. It is a perfect fit for Australian schools in years 710, with new opportunities for older students coming soon. There has never been a better
time for you and your students to take the big history journey together.

5b

Learning Noongar Culture
through Language

In this Noongar language lesson, participants will learn greetings and to ask and say where
they live and where they going. They will also learn a song and cultural and geographical
knowledge about the Wadjak region. The majority of the lesson will be conducted
completed in the Noongar language but we promise you will be able to follow the meaning.
Those attending should be prepared to be active participants and try and have a go at
speaking the language.

5c

5d

Developing Student Voices: A
Year 5 Civics and Citizenship
collaboration

Year One inquiry: how is my life
different from kids of the past

Using the Civics and Citizenship curriculum for Year 5, Library officers negotiated an enquiry
project with Connolly Primary School teachers. Students visited the Library twice and
engaged in the State Library's collection of primary and secondary source materials and
resources. State Library officers then visited Connolly Primary School for a further two days
throughout the project to develop the HASS skills they required to successfully complete
their enquiry project.
In this session you will discover how this project helped students become well-informed,
able to communicate effectively and be active participants in our democracy.
Inspired by the STEAming into History PL, conducted by Maree Whiteley and Robin McKeant
his workshop will focus on providing practical, classroom-ready history ideas and activities
linked to the WA HASS Curriculum. In this workshop we will share how our students
investigated the big idea ‘How my life is different to the past’, our planning documents,
provocations, data collection, questioning strategies and assessment ideas, including how
technology was used to share their understandings.

Catherine EppenVan Der Aa
Tanya Johansson

Mandurah Baptist
College

Mrs Catherine Eppen-Van Der Aa has been teaching for 23 years predominately in the
Catholic and Independent school sectors. She is currently the Head of Humanities at
Mandurah Baptist College, 70 kms south of Perth. She has a particular focus on the
incorporation of 21st century skills in her teaching and for this reason establish a Specialist
program at her school. Currently completing her PhD in Education, she is passionate about
learning and improving the school experience for all her students.
Tanya is an Early Childhood teacher at Mandurah Baptist College with a special
interest in building her personal cultural competence and sharing local, indigenous
language and culture with her students .

Margaret Miller
Jenny Hanna

Margaret Miller is a public health nutritionist and Research Manager at ECU involved
in development and evaluation of Refresh.ED Online Food and Nutrition Teaching
Resources. Jenny Hanna is a Project Officer with Refresh.ED. She has a Bachelor of
Education/Secondary and has many years of experience teaching Home Economics
and Health Education in WA. Refresh.ED is a free online resource developed at ECU
for WA teachers.

Hayden Brown

Hayden Brown is the current Senior Modern history teacher at Australind Senior High
School in Western Australia. At Broome Senior high school Hayden balanced
overseeing academic extension programs in Year 7 and 8, as well as Upper School
Modern History. He is a former Australian Curriculum Transition Coordinator and a
finalist for the WA Secondary Teacher of the Year in 2017. Hayden has been a Big
History lead teacher and design partner for The Big History Project since 2016.

Sharon Gregory

Sharon Gregory has been teaching Noongar language since 2002. In recent years she
has developed a solid career in Noongar community services, utilising language and
cultural knowledge as a tool for healing. Kate Reitzenstein is AISWA Languages
Consultant and learns Noongar every Saturday with Sharon's language group,
Walyalap Waangkaniny.

RefreshED
ECU

Australind SHS

Walyalap
Waangkaniny

Kate Reitzenstein
AISWA

Irena Sikorska
SLWA

Andrew Kaluzynski
Chantelle Cochrane
Connolly PS

Kym Shackles
Jennifer Batt

Tranby Christian
College

Irena Sikorska began her career as a high school English teacher and worked in both
the public and private education sectors in Western Australia and interstate. She
deviated from teaching for several years and became a diplomat with the Department
of Foreign Affairs and Trade, in Canberra and in Thailand. On returning to WA, Irena
worked as an education officer in the NGO sector before moving to the State Library
of WA.
Andrew Kaluzynski is a Year 5 teacher and Chantelle Cochrane is Associate Principal,
both currently at Connolly Primary School.
Kym and Jennifer are experienced early childhood teachers from Tranby College,
currently teaching Year One. They believe children to be confident and involved
learners and aim to foster curiosity, creativity and cooperation in students. Through an
inquiry based program they endeavour to engage students with practical ageappropriate activities to foster a love of learning and provoke wonder.

5e

5f

3.50 – 4.10

Stories of the past from our
Western Australian landscape.
(Primary session)

Multi-award-winning author, Norman Jorgensen, will explore how the inspiration for all his
exciting historical books has evolved from the Western Australian landscape of today. He
will explain how his books grew from half-remembered yarns his grandfather told him as a
boy, snippets of reports in Trove, places he has lived, or even from Ancestry dotcom when
researching his family tree. He will share how he created exciting events of the past that still
link to us in WA now. Though his books read like adventure film screenplays, Norman’s
fictional characters inhabit the very real locations we can all still recognise. Norman has
visited every place he writes about and is continually surprised, yet delighted, when his
imaginary friends from the distant past arrive to share their tales with us today.
Disengagement, Democracy and This session will explore a wide array of strategies to address the democratic disconnect in
Why HASS Matters - How Young
our young people. An informing and engaging interactive workshop that will equip you with
People Can Get Their Voices
the skills and resources to inspire and empower your students to get their voices heard. All
Heard.
participants receive a POWA Pass - a digital resource card containing all of the Parliamentary
Education Office’s latest curriculum linked resources. The Parliamentary Education Office
delivers immersive learning opportunities for thousands of visiting school students
each year, publishes the quarterly HASS focused newsletter, ‘POWA House’, and
develops engaging resources linked to the WA HASS Curriculum, for primary and
secondary students throughout metro and regional Western Australia.
Plenary – Feedback survey Day 1– Prize draws

Norman Jorgensen
Author

Cherie Toovey

Parliamentary
Education Office
(PEO)

Multi-award winning author Norman Jorgensen worked in the book trade for most of his life
and has written a dozen books, all historically based. His novel, Jack’s Island, set on Rottnest
Island during World War II has been studied in many schools, and his well-loved picture books
with James Foley, The Last Viking series have won six awards. His latest, The Wreckers’
Revenge, like The Smuggler’s Curse, is set in Broome in 1898, and has just been published.

Cherie Toovey works with a dynamic team of civics and citizenship presenters at the
Parliament of Western Australia. Working within the cultural, civics and citizenship
space for two decades, Cherie’s enthusiasm, knowledge and commitment to
community engagement is both informing and infectious.

HASS Week Conference
Session details

General audience

Primary

Secondary

Day 2 Sat 3 Aug
Welcome to Country

Dylan will perform a traditional Welcome to Country as a representative of his
Wadjak Noongar Elders and a brief teaching context to Noongar history, in
particular, the importance of embedding indigenous knowledge in the classroom.

Keynote
Kids

Youth Voice and Action

The 21st century needs problem solvers and innovators ready to meet the challenges
of the future. Young people have the creative ideas and innovative thinking we need
right now. Millennium Kids Inc is a not-for-profit, environmental youth organisation,
which empowers young people with a ‘skills for life’ approach so they can become
leaders and change-agents in their communities today. Youth voice and action at are
the heart of Millennium Kids’ work.

10.00 – 10.30

Morning Tea – Exhibitors and Student Marketplace

Session
6a

Empathy and Prosthetics in
the Modern World

This session will show at a grass roots level the process and implementation of a project
combining digital technologies and HASS concepts under the theme of Empathy. Robin will
speak about micro: bits and Klaw Kitronics and how the students went about coding to
create their prosthetics. Madeline will explain how the idea came about and the links made
into the use of real-life prosthetics being used in Cambodia, Australia and some African
countries. A group of students will show what they have created and share their reflections
on this integrated approach to learning, giving a real and candid student voice.

Dylan Collard
Balga SHS

Dylan is a Wadjak-Ballardong Noongar man who teaches HASS, English and Noongar
language at Balga Senior High School. He was the 2013 NAIDOC Youth of the Year and
2017 Young Achiever: Community and Volunteering Award. Dylan is passionate about
sharing his Noongar language, history and culture.

Catrina Luz Aniere
Millennium Kids Inc

Catrina is the CEO of Millennium Kids Inc. The MK model of children and youth
engagement for sustainability was recognized by the UNEP in 1995 when students
from the school where Catrina was working were invited to attend the first UNEP
Children’s Environmental Conference in the UK. Since that time Catrina has worked
with thousands of students on a 'skills for life' process in schools and community
organisations around the world. Think STEAM, STEM, and HASS on steroids.

Madeline Lynam

Thornlie Christian
College

Robin McKean
CSER

Madeline is a classroom teacher and Middle Schooling Coordinator whose role is to develop
Cross-Curricular links throughout the Middle School and develop project-based learning
experiences which cater for critical and creative thinking.
Robin is an experienced classroom teacher and former school leader, well-suited to her
current position as the CSER Digital Technologies Project Officer for WA. Her role involves
working with teachers in schools across WA, coordinating the lending library kits and
providing Professional Learning to support their uptake and the implementation of the WA
Digital Technologies Curriculum in schools.

6b

How just is our legal system?

This session will demonstrate innovative learning platforms to teach Civics and Citizenship in
Year 7. Firstly, this session will show you ways to design your curriculum based on Kath
Murdoch's Inquiry model which follows six steps that move from engagement with the topic
to investigation, to conclusions and then through a reflective stage. It is these important
reflective practices that we will be modelling.

Beth Murphy
Mazenod College
Lisa Reynders
Sacred Heart
College

Beth has been teaching HASS and English in WA Colleges since 2007. Beth’s passion is
entrenched within the HASS sub disciplines of Ancient and Modern History. Her recognition of
the literacy demands within HASS, coupled with her desire to see students succeed within this
learning area, and continue this in upper school, saw her embark in 2015 on completing her
Master of Education in Literacy. Beth works for Curtin University teaching Curriculum and
Instruction in HASS to those also passionate about teaching Humanities to Secondary students.
Lisa has been teaching in Secondary schools since 2006. Her passion lies in teaching Upper
school Politics and Law and Modern History. Lisa is keen to see students engaging with the skills
and concepts outlined in the Year 7-10 Humanities Curriculum in the hope that they will
undertake studying a Humanities subject in Years 11 and 12.

6c

A matter of opinion? Using the
news to give students a voice

We want students to ‘have a voice’ – but how do we empower them to grow up into effective,
active citizens? How do we alert them to issues that matter and teach them to analyse the
facts, weigh up opinions and express their own views with conviction and credibility? This
cross-curricular workshop will explore practical ways to deconstruct news media with your
students, including how to recognise reputable news sources; identify traits such as bias,
omissions and sensationalist angles; spot the three persuasive techniques of ethos, pathos
and logos and use them when expressing their own opinions.

Alex Kopp

Alex is part of the Media Education team at Seven West Media (WA), producing news-related
resources for use in WA schools. She previously worked at the WA Museum, connecting
audiences of all ages to the State’s cultural and natural heritage. Alex lectured in Bachelor of
Education at ECU and is an experienced high-school HASS teacher, freelance education writer
and a published author.

6d

When HASS meets STEM: a
cross-curricula approach

The presentation will uncover the cross-curricular links that can underpin the successful
integration of HASS content and skills when planning for STEM projects. Using inquiry
modelling, ways of knowing and critical and creative thinking skills, delegates will have the
opportunity to create a forward planning document to share with their peers. The session will
present a vision for student learning that places HASS at the centre of the development of
21st century skills.

Karen Wood

Karen is the STEM coordinator at Millen Primary School and has lead the school successfully
towards the integration of curriculum content with STEM planning. She has delivered
presentations and workshops detailing tools and strategies for the successful implementation
of cross curricular STEM projects. With a belief in active learning and modelling strategies, she
has presented many sessions at state and national level conferences. Using research based
content and a motivational approach, Karen is seeking to include as many peers as possible in
the possibilities of STEM.

6e

Providing opportunities for students to voice their opinion and ideas in the classroom can
Providing opportunities for
student voice in the classroom improve student motivation and engagement and be a valuable way for teachers to check for
understanding. To prepare our students to be active and informed citizens, we can provide
opportunities for students' voices to be heard and considered when teaching the HASS
curriculum and relevant general capabilities. This presentation and workshop will include
some strategies and ideas on ways to promote student voice in the classroom while
addressing the HASS curriculum.

Seven West Media
Education

Millen PS

Gemma Scarparolo
UWA

Gemma is a lecturer in Primary HASS curriculum and Differentiation at the University of
Western Australia in the Graduate School of Education. Her research interests include:
differentiation, inclusive education, gifted education and student voice. She is passionate
about engaging students and providing opportunities for all students to achieve success.
Gemma is on the HASS week Steering Committee for 2019 as the UWA academic partner
representative.

Influences on Australian Food
Culture and Environment

Thanks to our multicultural society it is possible to access almost any food or international
cuisine in Australia. Farms and crops have replaced forests; fast food outlets and
supermarkets are replacing home production. These topics are important components of
food and nutrition education, and HASS (Geography) is an ideal avenue to develop
understanding of them. In this session we will use Refresh.ED learning tasks to provide an
overview of relevant content. We will discuss the role HASS (Geography) can play in educating
students about the way people alter the environment to produce food. We will also explore
the topic of Australia's connections with other countries and how these connections are
changing our food production and consumption over time and into the future.

Session
7a

Representing and Analysing
Data Using Google My Maps

At Holy Cross College, we have been exploring a range of Google apps for supporting
learning in the HASS learning area. In Year 9 Geography, our students use Google My Maps
to create their own interactive map to visually represent interconnections and the
interdependence between Australia and Australia’s trading partners. In this interactive
workshop we will explore how we can use Google My Maps to engage students in learning
to visually record and analyse a wide range of data to identify patterns, trends and
relationships. A Google account and device will help you get the most out of the workshop.

7b

Cross-curricular, big-picture
idea generating workshop

Giving students a voice, comes from giving students a choice in what and how they learn.
The future of learning is not siloed in subject areas but is authentic and connected with
students’ lives. This workshop will have you generating big-picture, cross-curricular projects
that you can take away and implement at your own school

7c

Civics & Citizenship 101 - your
digital guide to democracy

6f

7d

7e

Food Futures: Understanding
Sustainable Food Systems

Developing Future Focused
Capabilities through HASS

Margaret Miller
Jenny Hanna

Margaret Miller is a public health nutritionist and Research Manager at ECU involved
in development and evaluation of Refresh.ED Online Food and Nutrition Teaching
Resources. Jenny Hanna is a Project Officer with Refresh.ED. She has a Bachelor of
Education/Secondary and has many years of experience teaching Home Economics
and Health Education in WA. Refresh.ED is a free online resource developed at ECU
for WA teachers.

Karen Taylor

Karen Taylor is the Learning Area Coordinator for Humanities and Social Sciences and Year 9
Learning Innovator at Holy Cross College. She coordinates the Year 9 Big Ideas programme
and is passionate about inquiry learning, ICT and real-world problem solving in HASS.

Adam Brookes

Adam is a middle school teacher at Mother Teresa Catholic College. He is passionate about
cross-curricular, big-picture learning and challenging the status quo. Adam hosts the
@eduProvocations Twitter account and is an EdFutures catalyst and Google Certified
Innovator.

Are you new to teaching? Are you an experienced teacher who is teaching out of your usual
subject area? Have you been asked to teach HASS or Civics and Citizenship and you have no
idea where to start? This is the ideal presentation for you! Join the MoAD Learning team for
a crash course in Democracy 101. In this workshop, we will explore a range of classroom
ready and curriculum aligned resources as well as some solid gold facts and information - all
designed to get you passionate and excited, to amaze your students and impress your
colleagues with your expertise in this area.
Yes, it is possible and we can show you how.

MJ (Mary-Jane)
Logan

MJ Logan is the Learning Design Producer at MoAD (Museum of Australian Democracy). MJ is
responsible for overseeing the delivery and creation of learning programs from foundation
through to tertiary education as well as developing professional learning opportunities for
educators. MJ is a highly experienced teacher whose central focus through her work is to
create and promote activities which provide authentic and engaging experiences to inspire
active participation in our democracy.

Sustainable food systems are critical to food security and the health of people and the
planet. Yet recent expert reviews have declared global food production as the largest
environmental pressure caused by humans on Earth. ECU research with yrs7-10 students
has found that students are very interested in learning about food systems, especially food
production, food processing, food waste, food security and the effects of food on health.
These topics are important components of food and nutrition education, and HASS
(Geography) is an ideal avenue to develop understanding of them. In this session we will
provide an overview of relevant content and discuss the role HASS (Geography) can play in
educating students about the way humans produce and use food. As an example, we will
show in a hands on session how Refresh.ED online Food and Nutrition Education resources
can be used to deliver content addressed in Year 9 Geography; Biomes and food security.
Refresh.ED is a free online resource developed at ECU for WA teachers.

Margaret Miller
Jenny Hanna

Margaret Miller is a public health nutritionist and Research Manager at ECU involved
in development and evaluation of Refresh.ED Online Food and Nutrition Teaching
Resources. Jenny Hanna is a Project Officer with Refresh.ED. She has a Bachelor of
Education/Secondary and has many years of experience teaching Home Economics
and Health Education in WA. Refresh.ED is a free online resource developed at ECU
for WA teachers.

What does future focused learning look like in HASS? How do you achieve significant shifts in
pedagogy to empower learners? This process, although challenging at times, has brought
about change that is data-driven, implemented by educators willingly and with palpable
improvement in student engagement and professional growth of staff. Teachers have gained
new insights into how to give students control of their learning while still achieving curriculum
objectives and demonstrable student growth. There is a deeper culture of collaboration
between students and teachers as well as between the teachers themselves. Importantly, this
approach ensures students are at the heart of the learning process, where

Trish Somers
Helen Hepworth
Nathan Ducker

Trish is the Head of Junior School at Penrhos College, and a member of the College K-12 STEM
Committee. She is passionate about education being a social ‘change maker’ and believes
strongly in the holistic development of the child.
Helen is responsible for coordinating Teaching and Learning in the Junior School and works
collaboratively with both the Learning Technologies Coordinator and staff to develop cross
curricular STEM projects and integrated programs from PK-6. She is passionate about building
staff capacity to tackle contemporary education issues and supporting staff to work
collaboratively to develop engaging learning experiences..
Nathan is the Learning Technologies Coordinator at Penrhos College Junior School, the STEM
Coordinator for the Junior School and Chair of the Penrhos College K-12 STEM
Committee. Nathan has extensive experience with learning technologies and has been
involved in the notebook program at Penrhos College for 15 of its 21 years of operation.

RefreshED
ECU

Holy Cross College

Mother Teresa
Catholic College

MoAD
Museum of
Australian
Democracy

RefreshED
ECU

Penrhos College
Junior School

7f & 8f
Double
session

Swan River Colony City Trail
Finding the Past in the Present
(Walking Tour)

In this session you will be provided with information and experience with historical sites in
the City of Perth and discover locations and content relating to the establishment of the Swan
River Colony, with supporting resources provided free from Heritage Perth and the State
Library of Western Australia. This city trail brings the colonial history of the city alive and
creates conversations on the coexistence of past, present and future. Teachers are provided
with the resources to manage this tour with students.

Catherine (Kate)
Akerman
State Library of
Western Australia

Fiona Bowen

Session
8a

Inspiring students to be active
citizens who create change using green screen technology

Join the MoAD education team as we share some practical ideas and resources derived from
our digital excursion Democracy, Media and Me to help empower your students to find their
voice in our democracy and enable them to create positive change. Within this workshop
you will explore student's rights and responsibilities as active citizens, and how providing an
understanding of these rights can help students speak up and be heard on issues important
to them, either around the school, the local community, Australia or the world. Help
students have their voices heard through using innovative ways to address problems that
they are passionate about.

8b

Big History, Virtual Reality and
the Lustre Project.

In this session we will explore Virtual Reality (VR) resources that link to Indigenous
Hayden Brown
culture/perspectives, STEM and the Big History Project at Broome SHS. Terry will share his
Australind SHS
experience growing up on a working pearl farm and developing his own cultural tour that
values his history and culture, that led to him to working on the Big History Lustre Project
Terry Hunter
with Hayden. Together they will share Professional Development opportunities for teachers
Terry Hunter’s
and engaging learning experiences for their students. The session will conclude with the
Borrgoron Coast to
Virtual Reality Mini Documentary using Google cardboard and a free viewing app from the
Creek tours, Cygnet Bay
app store and personal mobile devices.

8c

Aboriginal Perspectives in HASS
curriculum

This workshop explores Aboriginal perspectives through the WA HASS curriculum. Addressing
the Cross Curriculum Priority, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures
through HASS, provides opportunities for students to deepen their understanding and
knowledge of the world around them and in particular, Australia, becoming global citizens. In
this session, participants will develop their own knowledge and confidence in using and
developing a range of activities to incorporate Aboriginal perspectives in their HASS teaching
and learning programs.

8d

We Are Here - Inspiring young
people to face prejudice and
oppression

8e

Gallery games and other simple
techniques for engaging students
with objects.

1.00-1.45

Lunch - Exhibitors, Book signing and Student Marketplace

MoAD
Museum of
Australian
Democracy

Kate Akerman has enjoyed many careers and presently works at the State Library of Western
Australia as education officer which gets in the way of her reading habit. Jillaroo of many
trades, mistress of none; Kate has worked as a biochemist, BBC documentary researcher,
English and Science teacher. Currently reading: 'Belonging: The Story of the Jews 1492-1900'
by Simon Schama.

Fiona Bowen is the Learning Digital Producer at MoAD (Museum of Australian Democracy),
where the learning vision is to engage Australians in the importance of getting involved – to
celebrate the spirit of Australian democracy and the power of your voice within it. She works
with the learning team to develop, deliver and evaluate onsite and online learning programs
and resources for students and teachers. One of her current projects is to create engaging
digital outreach programs that provide unique and transformative learning experiences
exploring what it means to be an informed and engaged citizen. One of these programs is
titled Democracy, Media and Me which encourages students to reflect on their
responsibilities in society as active citizens; engaging and using critical literacy skills to
consider the reliability and messages of media content.
Hayden Brown is the current Senior Modern history teacher at Australind Senior High School
in Western Australia. At Broome Senior high school Hayden balanced overseeing academic
extension programs in Year 7 and 8, as well as Upper School Modern History. He is a former
Australian Curriculum Transition Coordinator and a finalist for the WA Secondary Teacher of
the Year in 2017. Hayden has been a Big History lead teacher and design partner for The Big
History Project since 2016
Terry Hunter is a Bardi Injibundi man living and working at Cygnet Bay Pearl Farm. In 2018, he
launched Terry Hunter’s Borrgoron Coast to Creek tours at Cygnet Bay, sharing his stories and
way of life with visitors from across Australia and the world. Terry is a highly regarded
spokesperson within his community. Terry has shared his story to a national audience,
educating viewers about Indigenous Australian creation stories.

Wendy Conti

Wendy Conti is a primary teacher and HASS curriculum leader at Harmony Primary School.
She has over 13 years of teaching experience and has previously worked with SCSA to
develop the HASS judging standards and other teacher support materials. Harmony Primary
School is a Teacher Development School in the area of HASS and Wendy often presents
professional learning workshops to teachers across the state.

WE ARE HERE is a Human Rights Education Project. This project seeks to inspire in young
people the confidence and ability to stand up in the face of prejudice and oppression, provides
role models for standing up for yourself in the face of prejudice, hatred, violence and evil. The
program shows that an individual can make a difference, regardless of their personal
circumstances and empowers young people to create the change they want to see in their
communities and the world. Historically, it teaches that while the partisans used weapons, as
they were fighting the Nazis, you can fight oppression with only your voice and presence. The
free resources include a short film and accompanying lesson plan.

Eli Rabinowitz

Eli, an economist, filmmaker and genealogist. He researches family and Jewish cultural
history and writes about Jewish life and travel on his website. Eli also manages 86 KehilaLink
websites for JewishGen.org, which has a user base of over 500,000 registered users
worldwide. International Jewish and genealogical publications and websites have published
Eli’s work. He has lectured in the UK, the U.S., Poland, Lithuania, Israel, South Africa, and
Australia. In 2017, Eli established the Partisans’ Song Project, a global initiative. He coordinates online collaborative classes of schools in South Africa and the Former Soviet Union.
Eli is an Upstander and dedicated to the philosophy of teaching “from generation to
generation”

Museums aspire to be places that contribute to a society of informed and active citizens
through lifelong learning. But museums can feel like overwhelming unknown places for young
children who often visit a particular museum for the first time as a student on a school
excursion. It is important that students feel welcome and confident in engaging with the
exhibits and the objects they encounter and thus allowing them to become empowered
museum users and lifelong learners. In this session we look at some simple introductory
techniques that primary teachers can implement during self-guided visits to a museum. We
will also explore the gallery games that the Museum has been trialling in the Discovery Zone.

Michael Van Tiel

Michael Van Tiel is the Education Manager at the WA Shipwrecks and WA Maritime Museums.
For over 20 years he has been creating museum experiences for a variety of audiences with
organisations such as the Powerhouse Museum, Sydney Living Museums and Scitech.

Harmony Primary
School

We Are Here
Foundation

WA Museum

Session
9a

Empowering Young People
through the New Museum for
WA

The New Museum for Western Australia, opening in late-2020, will support and promote
lifelong learning. A comprehensive education program is being developed with hands-on,
cross-curricular, and inquiry-based programs which will facilitate development of HASS
inquiry skills and promote active citizenship. Join us for a look behind the scenes of the New
Museum as Project Director, Trish McDonald provides an update on building and exhibition
development, supported by New Museum Learning staff who will introduce key learning
approach concepts that are informing programming for students, and teachers and
educators of WA.
Achieving international food security requires a profound change in how we grow, share and
consume our food resources. Done correctly, forestry, fisheries and agricultural systems can
provide nutritious food for all whilst generating incomes and support for rural development.
Climate change is creating additional pressure on resources and increasing global food risks
through droughts, fires and floods. Investment in science, technology, sustainable
agriculture and creative thinking are crucial to solve these problems. UWA Future Farm aims
to imagine a best-practice farm for 2050 and build and manage it now with a mantra of
clean, green and ethical agricultural practices. We invite the HASS community to join us on
this journey.

Arlene Moncrieff
Angela Gibbs
Trish McDonald
WA Museum

Arlene Moncrieff and Angela Gibbs are leading the learning team of the New Museum Project.
They are developing a range of lifelong learning programs, activities and informal learning
experiences which will provide opportunities to support the development of knowledge, skills
and experience for everyone.
Trish McDonald is the Project Director for the New Museum. She is leading the team developing
creative content for, and planning for the operations of, the New Museum for WA.
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Food Security for a Hungry
Planet.

Graeme Martin
Sandra Mata
UWA

Sandra enjoys a multidisciplinary career. After completing her BSc Hons in Agricultural Animal
Science (UK), she gained diverse experience in forestry, agricultural, medical and public health
research before completing her Graduate Diploma for Primary Teaching and Switch Science
qualifications for Secondary Teaching. Sandra has experience teaching primary and secondary
students plus policy and curriculum development. Returning to agriculture as Project Officer
for UWA Future Farm 2050, she is excited to share the challenges of feeding a hungry planet.
Graeme was born in WA where he grew up on a sheep and wheat farm. He has a degree in
Agricultural Science and a PhD from The University of Western Australia (UWA). For 40 years,
he has studied the way the brain controls reproduction in farm animals. Recently, however, he
has focussed on broader issues, leading ‘UWA Future Farm 2050’, a major international project
that confronts the greatest issue facing humanity – the need to feed the people without
destroying the planet.
With degrees in Visual Art and Education, Tamara actively pursues cross-curricula projects
that engage learners to be part of collaborative, meaningful and fun learning experiences.
Tamara brings to her career prior experience as a special needs assistant and a Montessori
coordinator. Currently working in the Learning Areas of Visual Arts, HASS and Health. Tamara
is inspired by her students and delighted to be part of a strong, positive and collaborative
teaching team.

9c

Meaningful Harmony Week
Reflections: Visual Literacy and
Student Voice in Action

In this session you will hear how the Millen Primary School community worked together to
find a meaningful way to celebrate Harmony Week, through a hands-on art installation.
Once the artworks were completed, the students considered how to share this message.
The result involved ICT integration, social media and film-making, as a powerful process to
reflect on their learning and the true meaning of ‘harmony’.

9d

Difficulties, Disabilities and
Disengagement in the HASS
classroom

This presentation will provide practical strategies on how to scaffold the 7-10 HASS
Curriculum to support the needs of students with Learning Difficulties and Disabilities. These
students are often challenged by the literacy demands of the subject, and if not support in
this area it can easily lead to disengagement and preference away from HASS subjects in
Year 11 and 12. For teachers, it can often be very time consuming when first developing
resources and strategies to support a variety of student needs. Through a combination of
recommended pedagogy methods and exemplar activities, this presentation will provide
easy to access support on how to engage and enhance student learning.

Helen Avery
Perth College

Helen is a passionate Humanities and Social Sciences teacher, with experience
teaching 7-10 HASS and ATAR Modern History in both Independent and
Department of Education schools. After completing a Master of Education
(Learning Difficulties) Helen is now employed as a Learning Engagement
teacher at Perth College, developing resources across learning areas to
support the academic needs of all students.

9e

Listening to primary sources

How can we hear voices from the past? By looking at primary sources. Delve into WA’s rich
colonial history the lens of the Shire of Toodyay heritage collection and find out how
documents, photographs and objects can bring stories to life. Learn how you can use
historical sources yourself in the classroom to empower students to hear echoes from the
past, build inquiry skills and come up with their own interpretations, and foster the
development of historical understandings such as empathy, evidence and perspectives

Alex Kopp
Margaret Eberle
Shire of Toodyay

Alex is part of the Media Education team at Seven West Media (WA), producing news-related
resources for use in WA schools. She previously worked at the WA Museum, connecting
audiences of all ages to the State’s cultural and natural heritage. Alex lectured in Bachelor of
Education at ECU and is an experienced high-school HASS teacher, freelance education writer
and a published author.

Tamara Hill
Millen PS

Marge Eberle has been the museum curator/cultural heritage officer at the Shire of Toodyay
for six years. Her work includes caring for the Shire’s two museums, Connor’s Mill & the
Newcastle Gaol, and their collections which comprise objects, photos and archival records.
Margie is also involved with the cultural interpretation of historic places within the Shire such
as the Toodyay Convict Depot walk and a Wikipedia-style project: Toodyaypedia. Before
coming to Toodyay Margie was Museum Collections Manager for five years at the Benedictine
Community of New Norcia, working with their extensive museum and artwork collections.
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2.40 – 3.00

ATO resources for Economic
Citizenship

The Australian Taxation Office (ATO) offers free resources for teachers and students on a
range of tax and super topics aligned to the WA Curriculum across HASS and the general
capabilities. In this workshop you will be shown how you can access these resources to support
teaching and learning HASS in your classroom. The ATO’s education resources include lessons,
videos, digital interactives and activities.

Plenary – Feedback survey Day 2– Prize draws

Ms Reeta Sidhu
ATO

Reeta Sidhu is Assistant Director of the Schools Education Strategy unit, with over 20 years’
experience in the Australian Taxation Office. The unit is responsible for the development and
delivery of the ATO’s school education program which is aimed at equipping young people
with the knowledge and skills they need so they have the confidence to interact with the tax
and superannuation systems.

