Humanities & The Art of Storytelling

As part of the HASS Week Conference, join us for a feast of Children's Literature with award-winning
authors and illustrators to explore how storytelling and visual literacy can empower young people to
question their world, hear new perspectives and have a voice in their future with knowledge and empathy.

Kirsty Murray is a multi-award-winning author of more than 20 books for children and
young adults. Her work is published internationally and includes eleven novels as well
as non-fiction and picture books. Kirsty believes passionately in the integrity of children
and their capacity for courage. Her latest non-fiction title Kids Who Did includes forty
true stories about inspiring and intriguing young people from the past and the present.

Mark Greenwood is an author with a passion for history. His award-winning books
include Jandamarra, Ned Kelly & the Green Sash, The Legend of Moondyne Joe,
Boomerang and Bat, The Legend of Lasseter’s Reef and Simpson and His Donkey.
His recent titles include a chapter book series that delves into some of Australia’s
most baffling History Mysteries, and The Happiness Box, shortlisted for the 2019
CBCA Eve Pownall Award. Mark’s latest picture book is Moonwalkers, illustrated by
Terry Denton.
Aśka is an energetic illustrator, artist and a scientist with a passion for visual
literacy and communication. She has illustrated eight published books, is a regular
illustrator for The School Magazine and is working on her own story telling projects.
She also delivers talks and workshops to schools across WA and abroad. She is an
active member of the children’s literature sector, holds the role of the illustrator coordinator in the Society of Children’s Book Writers and Illustrators - WA, and is a
recipient of many grants, prizes and fellowships.

Frané Lessac grew up in a small town outside of New York City and now calls
Australia home. Since she was little, it was always a dream to be an artist. Now she
has published over 40 award-winning children's picture books and has exhibited her
paintings in galleries around the world. Frané’s latest books include "Under the
Southern Cross" and "We Are Grateful: Ostaliheliga", which has received the 2019
Orbis Pictus Honor Book Award and a 2019 Sibert Honor Book Award in the USA.

Multi-award winning author Norman Jorgensen worked in the book trade for most of
his life and has written a dozen books, all historically based. His novel, Jack’s Island,
set on Rottnest Island during World War II has been studied in many schools, and his
well-loved picture books with James Foley, The Last Viking series have won six
awards. His latest, The Wreckers’ Revenge, like The Smuggler’s Curse, is set in
Broome in 1898, and has just been published.
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Michael Speechley has been a graphic designer and high school art teacher in WA. His
first picture book, The All New Must Have Orange 430, explores themes of
consumerism and the environment and was a Shortlisted book in the 2019 CBCA
Book of the Year awards. His second book, The Gift, deals with kindness and the joy of
giving, and is due for release in September.

Karen Blair is an award-winning illustrator of 12 picture books and has
collaborated with some of Australia's finest authors, most recently with Kirsty
Murray on Puddle Hunters and When Billy was a Dog (Allen & Unwin). Karen's
books have children at the centre with themes of play, family, outdoors and
animals as key themes. She is also a primary art teacher.
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